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very ftrong, all other parts were found and well pro^ 
portioned. 

The fecond happened in the Year 167 1, when he 
was called joyntly with Monfieur Lamy to the Houfe of 
a Midwife in the Fauxhourg St. Germain, where there 
was a Girl brought to bed ot a Child like unto the for- 
mer. They being called to give their report, what 
was the caufe of the Childs death, and having exa- 
mined all Circumftances, and amongft others, that ot 
a fiidden fright after (he was a Month Conceived, by 
feeing her Lover fall from a Window Two Stories high, 
and by which (he imagined his head was all bruited : 
They made their report that the Fright was the caufe. 

Pag* 116. He mentions another of the fame nature 
that happened in the Year 16 yx, which he was brought 
to fee by Monfieur Angary in thevCloifter of Nitre Dame. 

Monfieur Tea alfo in his Book De la Pratique Des 
Accouchement, p. 67 & 68. relates one of the fame na- 
ture that happened in the Year i68x. The Child lived 
about a quarter of an Hour. 



IV. Extra&ofa Letter from Jean Marie Lan- 
cifi, Prof. Anat. Rom. To Mr. Bourdelot, 
giving an Account of Mr. Malpighi , the 
Circumftances of his death, and what was 
found remarkable at the opening of his Body a 
Being Art. 1. of the %d, Journal of Brunets 
Progres de la Medecine. 

THE Incomparable Malpighi, who naturally ap- 
plied himfelf only to ferious Studies, which he 
feldom interrupted, and that againft bis will, to take 

ibme 



feme Recreation $ bad empfoyed all his time to difco- 
ver New Worlds by Anatomies, and to refute Tin imita* 
tion of great Men) by his Vertue and great Learning, 
the Calumnies of the Envious. 

He was of a good habit of Body, and had feen 66 
Years, tho' he had frequent Sicknefles* 

Moreover, (harp Vomiting did torment him for 20 
Years,- norwithftanding which, he was troubled 
with the Gravel, a Hsemorragie ih the Kidneys, a- 
Rheumatifme fluxious; which with their troublefome 
eonfequences, augmented his Infirmities. 

Scare? had thefe evils given him fbme refpit, when a 
cruel palputation of the Heart, With an unequal Pulfe 
came upon him. Moreover Four Years before his 
Death a (harp, and biting fweat failed not, all the Sum- 
mer to trouble him every Night 

The Hvly Father tmocenfr the XII, who now Reigns, 
having called him to Rome to make him his Chief Phy- 
ikian, he began the firft Year to loofc his frefh Colour.. 
M the fecond he voided many Stones without much 
pain- and in the third which was the laft of his Life, 
he found himfelf oppreft, during the Winter with a 
difficulty of breathing, which troubled him moft when 
he went up Stairs. His Health being thus infenfibly un- 
dermin'd, and a bilious Loofenefs returning ever and a- 
ncn, He was at length feafed with a Vertigo, alofs of 
Speech* and a Contorfion of the Mouth, Qfpafims cy~ 
«r*>) and a Paifie of half the right fide. And tho^ 
there was appearance that he was out of danger by 
Bleedings, Purges, Diureticks, and Antapople&ick 
Medicines, yet one might fee, by his Melancholy Coun- 
tenance, but efpecially his want of Memory, that there 
was lodged in his Brain feme Melancholy Humour. 
Therefore perceiving his end drawing near, he refolved 
not only to put his Houfe in order, but alfo his Writings, 

as 
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as he would have done with his Children. He therefore 
figned with his Hand three Days before his Death, his 
Pofthumous Works, which he had ordered to be ddi~ 
ver'd to his Collegues of the Royal Society at London, 
Then having confeft himfelf with great humilty, he at- 
tended generoufly, and with Faith in God , the Death 
which appeared to him certain, and not far off. And 
on the 29th of Hovemfer of the fame Year, a terrible 
Apoplexy, finiflht in the fpace of four Hours, this Co 
precious Life. 

The Pope regretted the lofs of this Worthy and 
Learned Gentleman, in terms moft pathetick, which 
expreft the grief that he felt for him 5 being defirous 
to honour, as much as he could, Jhe Memory of this 
UMrious Perfon, who was fo ufeful to him during his 
Life. 

And becaufe this moft Learned Man thought he ihould 
end his days by an Apoplexy, which made him often fay 
to his Friends laughing, that he was not much concerned 
for Death, becaufe he knew, that when it came on him 
it fliould find him in his Clothes, He therefore forbad, 
by his Will, hisFriends to open his Body till thirty Hours 
after his Death, for he knew well enough* that fome, who 
feem'd dead on a fudden, have revi/d ibme hours after. 

But how vain are the hopes of Men ! And how do they 
deceive themfelves in their defigns ? Would to God this 
Man to whom the Commonwealth of Phyfick is ib 
much indebted, had revived, and we had not reafon to 
lament fb fuddain a death. 

I now come to give you an account of what was found 
moft remarkable in his Body. 

The Abdomen being opened, we found the Ventricle, 
with the Guts, the Sweet-bread, the Spleen^ and Liver, 
moft found, both as to colour and ■ bigneft ; only the 
Bladder of the Gall abounded with a black Gall • The 

Aaaa left; 
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left Kidney had nothing amifs; but the right was twice 
as- little, and had its Pelvis thrice as bigg; which dis- 
cover \J thecaufeofthe eaftedefcent of the Stones, We 
found to the Bladder a little Stone, that feem'd to have 
fallen into it a few days before. 

When the Sternum was taken off, the Lungs appear- 
ed withered, with fome mark of corruption on the back- 
fide. The Heart was bigger than ordinary, and the fides 
of the left Ventricle felt harder and thicker in fome pla- 
ces then others ; yet there was no Polypus found in ci- 
ther of the Ventricles, though there was ground to fuf- 
pe& "it. 

At laft the Skull being cut afunder, the true caufe of 
his death was difcqver'd, for the right Ventricle of the 
Brain contain d almoft two Ounces of extra vafated Blood, 
and the left Ventricle was fwell'd with a thick and yel- 
low fort of Phlegm, which weigh'd more than an Ounce. 
Moreover the Dura Mater ftuck clofer to the Skull than 
is ufual 

This proves that the conglobated Glands in the whole 
Body,had thrown into the Mafs of Blood an Acid lymph, 
and that the conglomerated Glands of the Hypochon- 
dria, efpeciaily thofe of the Liver had thrown into it a 
melancholy Humor, and that thefe two forts of Humors 
being carried into the.Veffels of the Brain, had difpos'd 
the Blood to coagulate there, and that having there cor- 
roded and broken the Tunicles which ferv'd for a flop 
to them, they had run into the Cavities, where they 
caufed death without a Remedy. 

But the lofs which the Commonwealth of learning 
fuffers by the death of our dear Friend, will be in fome 
meafure made up by his Pofthumous Book, which com- 
prehends different Apologies, according to the order of 
the Years they were written. There he defends his own 
Sentiments with a fweetnefs and moderation that are 
not common. One 
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One will be charm'd with the inflru&ion which all 
the World (hall receive from a great many Difcoveries 
he makes there, and the explication he gives of the old 
ones. 

Though there paft no part of his Life without doing 
fomething important and confiderable, yet it was- but 
little in companion of what hedefign'd to put in execu- 
tion when he ftiould be permitted to return to his plea- 
font Country-houfe. For he purpofed to difledt Stones, 
as being the moft fimple of living Beings j as alfo all the 
Liquors of our Bodies. There was ground alfo to hope, 
that he would Publifh for the great good of the Publick, 
his Pra&ice of Phy ftck fuch as might be gathered from 
his Confutations, put in order* 

But by misfortune the envious Deftiny, which fuffers 
intire to a great Old Age the barren grouth of fome 
Men, did not fpare the Corn of Malpighius, which was 
not yet come to its perfeft ripenefs. It happens alfo, 
that fome ignorant People have life enough, who are 
not given to Meditation j * and that on the contrary, 
Learned Men have their Days (horteo'd, their excellent 
Thoughts not having time to come to maturity. 

But may not I without injuftice accufe this Age, which 
is now drawing to a Period, of this death j and which 
not being content to rob us of the Galilee\ Harveys, 
Des Cartes, the Pecquet*, and the Bartholines, would 
alfo take from us this Famous Malpighi, not fo much 
through fear, left the fucceeding Ages fhould enjoy fo 
great a Man, as through ambition of putting an end t© 
his Life by Death, and gracing it with Fame. 
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